ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 17

WORSHIP SERVICES

FAMILY SERVICE

(for preschoolers, children, and adults)

Sanctuary - 6:30 p.m.
This service will feature music, a Children’s Worship Time,
and periods of reflection and response.
Childcare will be provided for preschoolers ages 3 and younger.

YOUTH “CONNECT” WORSHIP

(for youth Grades 7-12)
Multi-Purpose Room - 6:30 p.m.

This service will feature youth-led worship, teaching about Lent
and an interactive reflection time.

Preschool and Children’s Choirs will meet
from 6:00 until 6:25 p.m.
There will not be mission groups or adult
small group studies on this night.

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Lent is the period from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday, and lasts six and a half weeks (40 days not
counting Sundays.) During Lent, Christians purify themselves by praying,
fasting, repenting of their sins, and making changes and sacrifices in their
lives. The final week of Lent is called Holy Week; during this period, Chris-
tians reflect specifically on the last days of Jesus Christ’s life.

On Ash Wednesday, worshipers attend services at which they receive on
their foreheads ashes from burned palms. A minister marks the forehead
of each worshiper, often saying, “Remember that you are dust and to dust
you shall return.” Ashes are viewed throughout Christian history as a sym-
bol of humility and sacrifice for those who wear them.
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